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librariesj and summer and winter sports and camps were intended
to give the Giovani Fascisti a wider outlook on life and culture.
The regimentation of girls followed the same lines as that of
the boys. The groups of girls which had been set up without a
nation-wide plan in several places, were merged into three
organizations: the Piccole Italians, the Giovani Italians, and the
Giovani Fascists* The Piccole Italiane corresponded to the Balilla,
the Giovani Italiane to the Avanguardisti, and the Giovani
Fasciste to the Gioi'ani Fascisti, the two first belonged to the
O.X.B. and, therefore, came under the Ministry of National
Education, the third were under the direct control of the Fascist
Party. The girls were bound by practically the same discipline
as the boys; they wore a uniform on all public occasions, and
when they met for their exercises, training, lectures, and other
activities; they were grouped in formations almost as exactly
defined as the military formations for the boys. A prominent
part of their activities was to be physical training; but among the
main aims of the organization were the control and increase of
welfare work, the setting up of schools and laboratories for
needlework or for other works more suitable for women. Sports
and gymnastics were to aim at health and beauty, more than at an
excessive physical strength. Political and cultural activities were
to prepare the future mother, who would educate her children
in the ideals of Fascism.